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Reconsideration of disaster dental assistance and disaster dentistry

Kaori IWAHARAY, Tamiyuki TSUZUKI?

Department of Forensic Dentistry, The Nippon Dental University School of Life Dentistry at Tokyo

Abstract

In the past, dentists have engaged in a range of humanitarian support activities after various disasters. After the
crash of Japan Airlines flight 123 (1985), dentists made a great contribution by providing personal dental identification
services. Similarly, after the Great Hanshin Earthquake (1995) dentists provided long-term dental relief services. In
addition, the Great East Japan Earthquake, which occurred on March 11, 2011, required responses that went beyond
those suggested by disaster risk management manuals and guidelines based on previous disasters.

In a disaster, saving lives is the main priority for both medical and non-medical personnel. Experience of past disasters
tells us that dentists tend not to think about providing medical assistance during disasters.

However, dentists can provide emergency medical assistance and personal dental identification and dental relief services
after disasters. Dentists must recognize that the medical relief activities required during disasters depend on the kind,
scale, and phase of the disaster and should make the necessary preparations to enable dental disaster services to be
provided on demand. Now that five years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake, dental personnel should
review whether they provided appropriate assistance during that disaster.

Keywords : Disaster dentistry, Disaster dental care, Disaster victim identification
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