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How Dental Associations reacted to the Kumamoto Earthquakes

Tadahiro YANAGAWA", Takashi USHIJIMA?, Daisuke TANOUE?, Shigeru OHYAMA?,
Koichi NAKAKUKI?, Koichi NISHI?

Y Japan Dental Association, * Kumamoto Dental Association, ® Kyushu District Dental Federation,
Y Maxillofacial Surgery, Graduate school of Medical and Dental Sciences, Tokyo Medical and Dental University,

¥ Kagoshima Dental Association

Abstract

The tremor which occurred at 09 : 26 on April 14 was just a foreshock of the Kumamoto Earthquakes in 2016. The
main shock struck the region at 01 : 24 on the 16" of the same month. “Natural disasters happen when we forget” - it is
said that the deceased Professor Torahiko Terada of the University of Tokyo, who specialized in geophysics and conducted
studied and surveys on the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923, warned with this epigram. In recent years, prefectural dental
associations throughout Japan have developed plans to specify actions to be adopted in the event of a disaster, and organize
systems to appropriately manage major disasters. Furthermore, in disaster medicine-related sections of healthcare and
medical plans, an increasing number of administrative bodies define the provision of emergency dental services, identification
of individuals, and management of victims’ health through oral care as tasks to be accomplished by dental associations.
This paper examines the measures implemented by the Kumamoto Dental Association, as well as the Japan Dental
Association and Kyushu District Dental Federation, to manage the situation following earthquakes in a region where
major disasters had not previously been expected.

Keywords : Interprofessional Collaboration, Kyushu District Dental Federation, JMAT operation
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